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P J A L M cxxxĩi. 14. 


dl red it. 


— 


iag Pſalms, from the beginning of the cxx. to 


(i. e.) Aſcenſions, becauſe ſung with a high voice. 


come into his bed until he had taken care for the ark; 


7 bis is "my ref for ever : bere will F dwell, 3; I have ; 


HIS, together with the ect and follow- 
the cxxxiv. incluſive, are called Songs of Degrees, 


In this pſalm, in which my text lies, we find 
David deeply engaged in prayer to God, that he 
would take care of the ark, ver. 1. Lord remem- 
ber, &c. here he pleads with God to remember 
his afflictions, and take pity upon him: juſt ſo it is 
with thoſe under the New Teſtament, who have the 
Lord's cauſe near at heart, When there is a decay in 
religion, or ſhovld God threaten to remove the goſpel _ 
candleſtick, then the Lord's dear people are much 
moved, and they often ſigh, and cry before the Lord 
in ſecret, Lord, remember thy church and people i 8 
their deep diſtreſs, ver. 2. How he ſware unto the 
Lord, &c. ver. 3. Surely I will not come into the 
tabernacle of thy houſe, ver. 4. I will not give ſleep 
to mine eyes. O what did David feel when he utter- 
ed theſe words? _ Surely as a ſtranger does not med- 
dle with their joy, no more can he know their ſorrow. 
O how different was David from us, he would not 


but we in our * can ſleep whole nights, and weeks, | 


N . „ . q Q ad 
7 * i. 9 6 . 
: 2 6 BLISS” - 20 C * 144 - 
| 8 x. © ES, 
7 1 Y i _ . * 1 ** 
A * 
1 \ SF þ be 
- 5 5 1 1 
| A "7 ; 
- 2 N 2 * 
. N 4 / 


Ms aka, and,” even bears. Peck very little thoughe 
Ay about either ark, Chriſt, heaven, or hell; ſurely it 
would appear by our conduct, for actions ſpeak louder | 
than words, that we had found out an eafier way to 
heaven chan either patrtarchs, Prophets, or podle 
did. ' 
What do you "chile if faithful Abraham was to 
8 look up and behold the faithleſs, doubting, ſtaggering 
1 of our day; ? Would he not gently upbraid 
us, think you? Was patient Job; weeping Jere- 
miah; honeſt, praying Daniel; ſelt. -denying Paul; 
and penitent, weeping David, all to return again 
upon the ſtage of exiſtence, ſorely they would, with 
öne voice, agree that we were impatient, dry-eyed, un- 
flalthful, reſtraining- prayer, ſelf- allowing, hard heart- 
ed, formal profeſſors indeed. When did we know 
what it was to have a faith's-view of precious Chriſt? 
Surely if one were to aſk us when we ſaw the King! 
many of us might reply, in the words of Queen 
Eſther to the ſervant of Modecai, Eſther iv. 11. | 
| have not ſeen the King, the Lord of Hoſts, theſe thirty 
gays; and can you reſt in ſuch a ſtate as this? if you 
can, I muſt ſay it is a bad ſign, it is a ſign theſe words 
are like to overtake you, Which you have in Jer. in. 
21. for death is come vp into our windows. To be 
diſtreſſed in foul is a fore trial indeed, but to be in a 
__ careleſs, cold, dead, barren ſtate, is muck worſe; it 
1s one of the moſt awful of all the diſpenſations of the 
Almi hty — to be let alone. 
"Ephraim is joined to his idols, let him alone. Hol 
iv. 17. Believe me, God was more kind to Lazarus, 
who wes laid all over with ſores, than he was to vey 
who. was ſurrounded with health and wealth, 
the world calls it, for he weaned the one from Gael 
to himſelf, while he uſed that moſt awful of all dif- 
penſations out of hell ro Dives, — he let him alone. 0 
what words, or rather thunder- bolts are theſe— 
: Let him alone! _- 
[ 


fors him, before all worlds. 


"Ty. Y. 


lc is the lot 4 the Lord's dear people, f in general, 


to be much afflicted; it is a part of the legacy 
Chriſt has left them; in the world they ſhall have 
tribulation, John xvi, 33. It is a mark of our hea- 
venly Father's love towards his dear children, 
whom the Lord loveth he chaſteneth, &c. 
] rebuke and chaſten. And who more beloved than 
David, and who had more afflictions. 
the man according to God's own heart, 1. Sam. xiii. 


xiv. in ſome reſpects what God would have him to 
be; and yet behold how great were his troubles in his 
kin; gdom, and in-his family. But why do I ſpeak of 
Denis ſurely a greater than David is here, namely 


the Spiritual David, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Who 
was the Farther's well- beloved Son, and rejoiced be- 
Prov. viii. 25, 26, 27, 


30. Who was more afflifted than he? his whole life 


was one continued ſcene of ſorrows and alflictions; 5 
his viſage was marred more than any man, _ bis 2 


form more than the ſons of men. Iſaiah 111. 


man of ſorrows and acquainted with grief. Chap, 1 
3. Hark, O my ſoul! what voice is that, that ſounds 
wach an alarm i in mine ears—Is it fancy, or do I really 
| hear my bleſſed Jeſus by faith, uttering the aſtoniſh- | 
7s words, enough to pierce the heart of ſtone,— Eli, 
My God, My God, why + 
thou forſaken me! O Chriſtian, all this, and much 
more, precious Chriſt endured for thee; ſurely it is 
both our duty and our privilege to love him, and live 


To lama Sabachthani. 


to his praiſe. _ 
The more we are ables; by divine grace, to do this, 


the more of heaven we ſhall have, even here below, 
and be enabled to ſhew before men ard angels what it 5 
= But let us not expect to ga 
= to heaven on 2 bed of roſes—no, there is a great deal 
of droſs about us, and nothing will do to purge it away 
but furnace work; and ſomerimes one furnace after 

- another, 


is to be chriſtians indeed. 


Heb. x1. 
6. Compare with Rev. ili. 19. As many as I love, 


He is called 
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and feel no harm, Dan. iii. 25. You ſhall loſe no- 


n A land of drought where no man. dwelt, bur 


and confiderit well; it is a lively deſcription of the in- 


7+) 


0 ne and ſomdelmes chen fürnace has to he heated 
ſeven times more than uſufl; what then, the form of the 

fourth will be with you, #hd Toofe your bands of luſt 
and pride, envy, hatred,” and nivlice ; and havin 
Jeſus with you, you ſhall walk even through the fire 


thing but your droſs i in the fire, * you will be much 
better without it. Chear up, then, my fellow brethren, 
we may have a rough road, bur it is a high road, and 
we have a good home to go to at laſt; and that word 
which you have in Mat. xxv. 34. Come, ye bleſſed 
of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world. That one word 
will make amends for all our trouble: and toil ; and 
then with Joſeph, Geneſis xli. 51. God hath made me 
forget all the eile that my brethren did to me; it is 
Juſt ſo with David now, once he had weeping nights, 
but joy came in the morning, Pſ. xxx. 5. Though 
his eyes were 9 from lleep, and his eye-lids from 
flumber, ver. 4. yet now he ſleeps ſafe in precious 
_ Chriſt. ver. 4 9 for the Lord hath choſen Zion. Zion 
1 a heap, tomb, looking-glaſſes, or drought, 
It was a fort in Jeruſalem, and David took this ſtrong 
| hold; 2 Sam. v. 7. and it was called the city of 
David. | Now mark how this verſe preceding my 
text runs; it runs thus, For the Lord hath choſen 
Zion; bleſſed be God for that, that God choſe Zion, 
a heap of ſinners, a heap of ſinful duſt and aſhes; con- 
ſigned in a tomb, tied and bound with the chain of 
our fins, in darkneſs, without water, without light, 
| having no hope, and without God in the world, Eph. 


. ofimivers,: who were caſt out into the. HP field, 
polluted in thy blood, Ezek. xvi. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
10, 11, 12, 13, 14. Marke this chapter, 1 pray you, 


habitants of Zion while they were in a natural ſtate, 
carnal, fold under hn,—You ſee it is here ſaid, the 


Lord 


— 


Lord choſe hs: - We. never - nd ave 5 = 


theſe. are our dear Lord's own, words. John xv. 16. 


ordained you that you ſhould go and bring forth fruit, 
and that your fruit ſhould remain: : that whatſoever 


world, Eph. i. 4. The whole is a wonderful chapter in- 
ears to hear, and hearts to underſtand, that God hath 
it for his habitation. 


for his habitation. My dearly beloved in the Lord, 


make, and call many in this place, new creatures, and 
call them by his grace. Make them white rocks, 


rock of eternal ages, even Jeſus Chriſt. Pſal. xl. 2. Put 


Church, and the gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt 
it. And why? becauſe the Lord dwells there, he 


until he firſt reveals it to us that he hath. choſe us; | 


Ye have not choſen. me, but 1 have choſen you, and 


vou ſhould. aſk of the Father in my name, be may 
give it vou. Moreover, God the Father hath made 
choice.of Zion in Chriſt, before the foundation. of the 


deed, and if God is pleaſed. to give you eyes to ſee, 
| choſen. Zion, and as he hath choſen, ſo he hath deſired 
The Lord hath 2 IE gp bi he. bath defined. it 


as God hath choſen Zion, ſo I believe God bath 
W choſen Albion Chapel, (for ſo is the name of the 
Chapel) and is a word that comes of Albis Rupibus, 
and is the ancient name given to Great Britian, called 
ſo from its white rocks: and as God hath choſen, and 
deſired it for his habitation, ſo he is able and will 


give them the white ſtone, and the new name; feed 
them with the hidden manna, ſet their feet upon the 


a new ſong into your mouths, and eſtabliſh your g- 
ings. Our bleſſed Lord Chriſt, has promiſed to build 
his Zion, his Albion, his Church, upon himſelf. _ 
Matt. xvi. 18. Upon this rock will I build my _ 


hath deſired it. Moſes ſaw a buſh burning, and it 

was not conſumed. Exod. iii. 2. Becauſe the Lord 

Was in it; many times hath the buſh been on fire, not 

A tall cedar, nor a lofty fir tree, but a poor mean low 

horny bid on fire, ang was not conſumed; many 5 5 
| ee 
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oh ever will be confurned ; the reafon is, God dwells in 
to tabernacle here upon earth, to ſuffer cold and 


Moreover, his defires were vehement deſires, great, 


deſire I have deſired to eat this paſſover with you be. 


5 1 44. Alas, my brethren, we follow Chriſt, but it 


dur prayers, how faint our 'defires, not worthy to bt 


fires of thoſe worthies that are gone before us t0 


"I 8 FRG of trials my bloody eee that the 
Church has gone through, and yet it never was, nor 


E, it, God hath defired it. And our ſweet, dear, and 
bleſſed Jeſus deſired, yea, even delighted to dwell 
with the ſons of men. Prov. viii. 31. Lea, he deſired 


hunger, to be weary, to live a life of ſorrows and 
alflictions, and at laſt to die that ſhameful, painful, and 
accurſed death of the crofs, and all this he deſired, 


ſtrong defires, ardent, longing deſires: Pauſe here, 
O my ſoul, view attentively with wonder and admira- 
tion, that wonderful and moſt affect ionate expreſſion of 
my dear Lord, when he knew that his laſt ſolemn ſcene 
of ſufferings were juſt at hand, his whole heart and 
foul was ſet upon the work, fo that he heartily deſired 
it might be compleat. O my dear brethren in Chriſt, 
what think you of theſe words, Luke xxii. 15. Wit) 


fore I ſuffer.—Chriſt's deſires were ſtrong deſires, his 
cries were ſtrong cries, his ſweat was ſtrong ſweat, 
mingled with blood falling down to the ground 


is too much like Peter, afar off. Mar. xxvi. 58. Have we 
not great reaſon to rent our garments of divers colours, 
Tamar like. 2. Sam. xiti. 19. Becauſe of our ſpiri- 
tua! whoredoms. O how cold are our hearts, how coli 


fo much as once named, when compared with the de- 


heaven, and are now in glory. The time was, when 
once they, like us, were in this vain world, and in 
vile bodies of ſin and death; but they have paſſed 
cover this fea of glaſs, n mingled with fire. Rev. xv. 2 
They have gotien the victory over the beaſt, and over 
his image; and though the church militant up0! 


Earth 2 are ill failing towards he 3 of n 
| Ic 5 


reſt, this is their ine r are al Wer one great 
head, and they have the ſame mighty power of God 
engaged in their behalf, that Was engaged in the be- 


half of all the ſaints that are now around the throne; 
and altho” we may breakfaſt and dine in the low room, 


ere. long we ſhall hear that voice ſound in our ears. 


Rev. xxl. 9. Come up hither, to have a full view of 


the bride, the Lamb's wife in glory, for we ſhall ſup 
1 che higher houſe, and Chriſt ſhall ſup with us. Rev. 
20. My dear hearers, does not your hearts feel 
% vid at the thoughts of ſo much mercy, grace, and 
glory ? does it not revive you to think, Well, 1 may 
be poor and deſpiſed in this world, but what Genifieth 


all this ſnort and periſhing affair? Lam a child of God, 


and under his kind and tender care, and I cannot fail | 
| becauſe he cannot. I am an heir of God, and a joint 
heir with Chriſt Jeſus my. elder brother, and none can 
take my inheritance from me. Jeſus is my friend in 


need, and friend indeed, who ſo loved me as to ſhed 


his precious blood for me, and will he ſuffer my cauſe 
to be loſt? No, dread to indulge the thought one ſingle 
moment, for it Ss diſhonouring to God, and hurtful! to 


the chriſtian's peace. 
God help us to dwell upon ths berg ne 00 


in Chriſt is love, who has made us kings and prieſts 
unto himſelf, that we might reign with him and with 


one another for ever, Rev. i. 6. Made us kings, not 
of this world, for what ſignifies all this ſhort and pe- 


iiſhing affair,—our kingdom is durable and laſting, it is 15 
the gift of God, Luke xii. 32. Fear not, little flock, 
it is your Father; $ good pleaſure to give you the king 


dom; we are prieſts, and therefore made holy; in 
hore, all. things are ours that are worth having, be- 


cauſe Chriſt is ours, and we are his, and both are for 
ever united unto God, 1 Cor. iii. 22, 23. A foul-ra- 


viſhing and Chriſt-exalting theme, God help us to 


dwell upon it more and more] I have read of one of 


the late Kings of England that made his will, | in which 
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he left to his Queen, * all between the heavens and 
the earth, and under the earth, all the mines and mi. 


nerals, with every part and parcel thereof.” — But the 
great apoſtle Paul ſhews us a more extenſive will, 


2 Cor. iii. 22. All things are yours, whether Paul, or 


Apollos, or life, or death, or things . or things 
to come; all are yours. _ 
Add to this the crown that is laid up not only for 


Paul, but for all that love the appearing of precious 
Chriſt, 2 Tim. iv. 8. who gives this crown, with this 


four- fold motto upon it, Fa crown of righteouſneſs, a 
crown of glory, a crown of life, a crownof immortality. 


And what think you, my dear brethren, ſure we ſhall 
have a majeſtic walk one day with the robe of Chrift's, 
"righteouſneſs on, this four-fold crown on our heads, 


a palm | in one hand, and a ſceptre in the other ? Surely 


we ſhall outſhine the very angels in heaven, and 
ſing a note that angels never can, —and it is this, To 
8 1 that loved and waſhed us in his own blood, Rev. 


ö For the Lord hath choſen Zion : he hath deſired 
1 i br his habitation. _ 


Thus far by way of introduction. 1 come now to 


the words of my text. 
This is my. reſt for ever: here will 1 del, for 1 | 


have defired it. 


The words of my text, 3 1 1 00 ſot | 


this day, and upon the preſent, and to me pleaſing 
 ocealion, furniſh us with the three following PRs 
VIZ, 

1ſt The Fold” $ . is my elt. 


dwell. 
34ly Tie 1 oft —He bath decked: DG 
Ihe ſum eis this, God reſts in Zion: God dwells in 
Zion: God hath deſired it. 

At the opening of this New Chapel, called Albion, 
May the good Lord open our hearts as he did the heart 
of Lydia, Acts. xvi. bes Open our eyes, open our 

, 


20 His condeſcenſion, or e eras” will I 


i 


and open my mouth, unlooſe my tongue, enlarge my 
poor heart, give believing views of precious Chriſt, 
an honeſt heart, and the Lord preſent. ' O my dear 
brethren, help me, help me, with your prayers to 
God for me, that when I ſpeak to the ear, God would 
be pleaſed to ſend his holy ſpirit to accompany his 


with power upon all our hearts, that it may be as good 


the praiſe, 


tiles ſeek, and "his reſt ſhall be glorious, or glory, 


"PF fo Is | 25 chem 


— 
— ä re ea 


cars, open our underſtandings, open the 5 . 


and warm affection, that I may have a ſingle eye, 


own word, with his divine bleſſing, and carry it home 


ſeed ſown into good ground; that the net may be 
conducted to the right fide of the ſhip; that there may 
be a great draught of fiſhes ; ; then ſhall we ſay with 
Peter. John xxi. Tr Tris the Lord, and to him be all 


iſt, The Lord's e This i is my reſt for ever, 
et ia ſcripture ſignifieth, iſt, Ceaſing from labour, 
rod. v. 5. And Pharaoh ſaid, Behold, the people 
of the land now are many, and you make them reit 
from their burdens. chap. xxxv. 2. A ſabbath of reſt 
to the Lord; but 2dly, A reſpite from wars and hoſ- | 
1 Joſhua xiv. 15. And the land had reſt from 
3dly, Tranquillity of ſpirit; confidence in the 
ee. of God. Pal, cxvi. 7. Return unto thy reſt, 
O my foul. But 4chly, The church of God, Wherein 0 
Chriſt reſted by his love and grace, Iſaiah. xi. 10. And 
in that day, there ſhall be a root of Jeſſe, which ſhall 
ſtand for an enſign of the people; to it ſhall the Gen- 


| By Chriſt reſting in his people, and their reſting in 
bim, there ariſeth that peace with God and their own 
conſciences, which believers do enjoy in this world, 
having the love of God ſhed abroad in their hows, . 
by the holy ghoſt. Rom, v. $5. Witaeſling their re- 
conciliation, juſtification, renovation, and adoption, 
ſo as they rejoice in hope of the glory of God, here 
they find reſt to their fouls. Matt. xi. 29. And by 
Jur Virtue of Frey union to Jeſus Chriſt. Jeſus gives 


— — — 
——————2»Aü¹zg ee. oo ett nd AID 


5 dye, and of a ſcarlet colour; and what Is more, you 


24 8 faith, ſor he is 155 author of it. Heb, x11: .2 
And the finiſher thereof too, and by their being en- 


abled to lay hold of Chriſt in his word and ordinances, 


they enter into this reſt ; for we, ſaith the Apoſtle, 


which have believed, do enter into reſt. Heb. iv. 3. 
God is ſaid to reſt Go his works; and on the ſeventh 
day God ended his work, which he had made ; and 


he reſted on the 1 day, from all his work, which 
he had made. Gen. ii. 2. Compared with Heb. iv. 4 

That is, after God bad perfected the inviſible and 
viſible world, on the review of all his works, finding 
_them very good, he was ſatisfied, in all theſe diſco- 


veries of his own. perfections, in the works of his 


hands. God always enjoyed his own bleſſedneſs, even 

from eternity. There is an admirable paſſage in 
Zephaniah, iii. 17. Let all that are in e e chape| 
: chin day, hear it: 


The Lord thy God in the might of hots is mighty ; 
be will fave, he will rejoice over thee with joy, he wil 


reſt in his love, he will joy over ther with ſinging, 
Our God is mighty to ſave, mighty to deliver, mighty 


to protect, and while there is might in God, to ſave 


thee, it is impoſſible thou canſt be loſt; but tho 


God be mighty, what is all that? I know he is migh- 


ty, but will he ſave me? that is the queſtion ? Tei, 
be will, he will rejoice over thee with joy, over thee, 
poor g that is often writing bitter things againſt 
thyſelf, over thee, who art barring thyſelf out of 
beaven, out of the promiſes, and out of Chriſt, and 
all, ſaying, theſe are not for me, they are for others 


Kut not for me. All the curſes | in the bible can take, 


And claim them all, but not one promiſe, and how 
„ God rejoice over me, unleſs it be in my damna- 
tion! Vea, God can rejoice over thee, to bleſs thee, and 


do thee good, ſeeing he hath received compleat ſatis- 


faction from Jeſus Chriſt, who is thy ſurety, poor 


doubting, caſt- down ſoul; whoſe ſins appear of acrimſon 


art 


5 Ry | 


are often afraid you will die in them, and ſo never 
who am not worthy to live, nor move upon this earth, 
Come, come, let us hear the worſt of your caſe, for it 


that the children of God paſs thro”. I think I hear one 


own life, and at night, I fay, Would to God it was 


$ 

; night, Deut. xxviii. 67. So that I can ſay with Job, 
I When I think that my bed will caſe me, and I find reſt 
| WJ pon my couch, then he terrifieth me through night 


viſiops, and ſcares me with dreams! O poor toſſed ſoul, 


ſapphires. 5 5 


ſe the land that flows with milk and honey; and will 
God look upon ſuch a ſinful heap of duſt as I am, 


is not good to keep Satan's ſecrets. O the ſore trials 


\ ſaying, O the dreadful thoughts that paſs thro? Bp 
mind; I am tempted to blaſpheme the name of the 
| God of heaven; and this is not all, but, O dreadful to 
relate, I am tempted to felo de fe, to put an end to my 


morning, and in the morning, Would to God it was 


thou art in deep waters, the arrows of the Almig ghiy 
ſtick faſt in thee, and drink up thy ſpirits; 12 8 
Will God rejoice over me : Vea, over thee, I ſay, over 
thee. Look upon my text once more, —it is not the 
word of a man, no, it is the word of the living God. 
This is my reſt for ever: — Here will I dwell, for 1 
have deſired it. To you, my fellow, Chriſtians, 1fay 
to you, who are thus toſſed with tempeſt, and not 
comforted. Iſaiah liv. 11. I fay to thee, God will lay 
thy ſtones with fair colours, and thy foundations with 


My beloved etre 1 can tell you W 8 
perience, for your comfort, that I have been in theſe 


75 
ce, deep waters, where the billows have gone over me; 
ow theſe J have felt, and handled. I can ſay, in fome mea- 


ſure, I am not ignorant of Satan's devices; and if this 
little tract fall into the hands of any ſuch tempted, 
tried, caſt- down, weeping, mourning ſouls, let them 


is- 
r remember they are not alone; for I know you will be 
ſon often thinking you are alone, your's is a ſingular caſe; 


5 


ſure nexer any were ſo e as I am, Yea, many 
. Govlands 
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wes ou have, Cos are now in lows: for chere has not, 


nor can there any temptation befal you, but ſuch as 
is common to man. 1 Cor. x. 13. But God is faith. 
fil, who will not ſuffer you to be tempted above that 
pe are able to bear, but will with the temptation make 


4M way for your eſcape, that ye may be able to bear it, 


God often reveals himſelf to his dear tempted ones, 
in the furnace of affliction, Ifaiah xlviii. 10. Some 
times God's dear ones think, and ſay, they are caſt 
away: no, it is not ſo, God hath ſaid it, and will ſtand 
to it, Iſaiah li. 9. 1 have choſen thee, and will not 
eaſt thee away; God ſays of you, Zech. iii. 2. ls 
not this a brand plucked out of the fire. Caſt . 
vyou may be, but deſtroyed you never ſhall; perſecut- 


ed you may be, but for ſaken you never Mall be. 2 Cor. 


iv. 9. So long as God is God, and remains un- 


$ changeable. Mal. iii. 6. The Lord changeth not, & it is 
for this reaſon we are not conſumed; we are changeable 
1 creatures, but the Lord is always the ſame, Heb, xiii. 8 


Before I diſmiſs this head, permit me to re- 


| mind. you, my dearly beloved in the Lord, of that 
Precious part of God's word, which you haye upon 
I that ſweet evangelical prophet Iſaiah, 
Chap. I. 10. Who is among you that feareth the 


Lorq, that obeyeth the voice of his ſervant, that walk- 


= eth in darkneſs, and hath no light? Let him truſt in 


the name of the Lord, and ſtay. upon his God, Mark 


1 theſe words well. Firſt, they fear the Lord. Secondly, 
they obey the voice of his ſeryant ; this is Chriſt, Tor 


as man mediator, he was God! 8 ſervant. Iſaiah xlii.“ 


Behold my ſervant, whom I uphold, mine elect, 
whom my ſoul delighteth, I have put my ſpirit — 
him, he ſhall ſhew judgment to the Gentiles,  Third- 


ly, they walk at times in darkneſs, and have no light, 
that is, no blazing light. Fourthly, let ſuch ſtay bim- 
ſelf upon his God, his God ſtill, his God in the dark, 
as well as in the light, his God when under tempta- 
tions. His God! in the furngete his God in the mo 
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his Goa in 1 lifechis God in death, his God: at this day 
| of judgment, his God to all eternity. His God who 
has choſen him, and will never leave, nor forſake him. 
Heb. xiii. 5. 1 will never leave thee, nor forſake 

| thee. This is my reſt for ever: Here will I dwell, 

for | have defired it. . e 

Which brings me to the ſecond head, viz. 


The wifeſt man was loſt in wonder at the Lord's 
goodnels, that he ſhould dwell with man upon earth! 
I. God is ſaid todwell in the heavens, Pfalm cxxiii. 


nified by dwelling with them, Pſalm ix. 11. Sing 


heart of the contrite ones. 


Alſo his ſpiritual abode in every faithful ſoul, 


 2dly. The Lord's condeſcenſion. Here will I dwell . 
forever. King Solomon in his folemn prayer, at the 
dedication of the temple, cries out, 1 Kings viii. 27. 
But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, the 

| heaven, and the heaven of heavens, cannot contain 
| thee, how much leſs this houſe that J have built? 


1. | will lift up mine eyes unto thee, O Lord, that 
W dvclleft in the heavens! God hath a certain and glo- 
WT rious place where he reſideth, even the higheſt he: 
vens, where he is clothed with infinite power and 

| majeſty, and from whence he beholdeth and govern- 

eth this lower world, and all things that are therein, 

His gracious preſence with his people on earth, is ſig- 


praiſes to the Lord, which dwelleth | in Zion : declare „ 
among the people his doings. ** Where the ark was, 
which was the ſymbol of his ſpecial and gracious pre- 
lence.” And in Iſaiah lvii. 15. For this ſaith the 
High and Lofty One, that jnhablteth eternity, whoſe 
name is holy, I dwell in the high and holy place; 
ith him alſo that is of a contrite and humble ſpirit, _ 
wo revive the ſpirit of the m7 and to revive the 


2. Chriſt's manifeſting Kimialf. in tha geſb. Th. 
i was made fleſh, and dwelt among us, John to 


| Eh, iii. 17. The apoſtle prayed that Chriſt might 8 
is” in th hearts of his beloved 3 at . 


we: 


we 


: 9 faith, even 271 my 9 brlowes: brethoen, of 
- Leeds, in Albion-Chapel. I pray God that Chrig 
may dwell in you by his merit, to juſtify you ; by hi} 
grace and Spirit, to renew and , purify you; by hi, 
power, to keep you; by his wiſdom, to lead you, and 
inſtruct you; and by his communion, and compaſſion 
to ſhare with you in all your troubles. In all your afflic. 
tions, O believer, he is afflicted, in aſmuch as you an 
the members of his body, Haiah Ixiii. 9. The Hoh 


tions, working faith, love, and patience ; theſe ar 
| they that are in the ſpirit not in the fleſn. But ye ar 
not in the fleſh, but in the ſpirit, ſeeing, the Spirit af! 


2 Chriſtian can never be alone. Said Bes, % T ben 
about in me the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt,” 
The word of God alſo dwells in God's people, not in 


his children in the Spirit, as vagabonds leave their'si 
the fleſh, to be half ſtarved. The word of Go 
dwells in the heart. I have hid thy word, ſail 
David, -not in the cheſt, no more to be looked on un: 
til next Lord's day, as is the caſe of thoſe who ly 
aaſide their bibles with their ſabbath-day cloaths; | 
have hid thy word, not upon ſome lonely ſhelf, vo 
be buried in duſt, or covered over with a winding: 

| ſheet of the ſpider's weaving. No, no! David hi 


: word may be ſaid to dwell in God's dear people, when 
it is diligently ſtodied, firmly believed, and carefull 


wiſdom, Col. 16. Where God dwells, faith 
dwells in the bean ; hope dwells as an anchor of the 
| ſoul; where God dwells there is prayer, reading, an 


_  goſpe]-liberty : O that the God of heaven and earth 
may thus dwell 1n your hearts! that every heart here 
* 0p may be a Bethel fer God to dwell in! Dwell in 


9 


Ghoſt, who dwells in the ſovl by his gracious oper 


God dwelleth in you, Rom. viii. 9. Therefore the 


a poor, lean, barren, and miſerable way, as if God leſ 


the word of God in his heart, Pſalm cxix. 11. Th 


practiſed. e rg word dwell richly in you, 1n al 


— — 


praiſe; where God dwells, there is light, life, and 


Albion 
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| Albion- Chapel, wcodrditiy to the words af 4 my text, 


Here will 1 dwell for ever: for J have deſired it. 
Dwell here, to bleſs you and yours, Dwell here, to 
bleſs Zion. Dwell here, to bleſs Albion— - Chapel, 


to bleſs your miniſter, to bleſs him when in his 


private ſtudies, to bleſs him in reading, in meditating, 


ß praying, in preaching ; ; that he may find the Lord 
W preſent, ſpeak boldly and feelingly, in the name of 
Jeſus. Dwell here, to bleſs abundantly our proviſion, 
(is e.) the word and ordinance, ſo that ſinners may 


be converted, ſaints edified, and built up for glory ; 
that you may come to your graves, as corn that is fully 
ripe, Dwell here, to ſatisfy Albion's poor with 
bread, even the poor in ſpirit, who are heirs of the 
kingdom of God, Mat. v. 8. Who are hungering, 


and thirſting after righteouſneſs, longing after Chriſt, 
thirſting after his word ; theſe God hath promiſed - 
to ſatisfy with bread, ver. 15. with the bread of 
life, even Jeſus Chriſt, for he is the true bread that 
came down from heaven, John vi. 51, 58. The liv- 
ing bread ; the more you eat of this bread, the more 


you will defire to eat; for you know, my brethren, we 
have in general bread three, four, or five times a 
day, and yet we never grow weary of it. This 


ſtrengtheneth the heart, it makes the face to ſhine. 
Pſalm civ. 15. This bread will keep men alive for 


ever, John vi. 51. If any man eat of this, he ſhall 


live for ever. Dwell here, to cloath her prieſts with _ 
ſalvation, en the miniſters of the goſpel with ſal- 
vation, by enabling them to put on the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and make no proviſion for the fleſh to fulfil the 
luſt thereof, Rom. xXili. 14. By putting him on in 


their minds, memories, and conſciences, and being 
cloathed with humility, for God reſiſteth the proud; 


but he giveth grace to the humble. Jam. iv. 6. 1 Peter 

v. 5. May my very dear brother, who labours here, 

be thus adorned, and by being ſo, you will adorn the 

doctrines of the everlaſting Goſpel, Tit. ii. 10, Then 
Ng the | 
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they have no juſt cauſe to reproach the good wed of 


atoned for your guilt, a king to rule, govern, and de- 
fend you by his laws; to be | eyes to the blind, feet to 
the lame, ears to the deaf, a phyſician to the ſick, 
raiment to the naked, food to the hungry; your ſan 
do enlighten, your ſhield to defend, to give grace 
bere, and glory hereafter, Pſalm Ixzxxiv. 11, The 
| ſtar that breaks the night of ignorance, | blindneſs of 
mind, harneſs of heart. The door by which: you en- 
ter ia, your captain to lead you, to teach your hands 


faith, Pſalm clxiv. 1. 1 Tim. vi. 12. Lay hold of 


5 5  falvation, to furniſh bow with the whole chriſtian arm- 
our. The helmet of ſalvation, the ſword of the Spirit, 


| fight under the blood-ſtained banner of the Captain of 
your Salvation until the laſt gaſp, never putting off 
the pillow, and give up the ghoſt And for your en- 
: victory that overcometh the world, even our faith, 


1 John v. 4. And we are conquerors, and more 
than . 8 bed B N wr” Ro- 


: have deſired it. $208, 


the conſequence will be the Saints will 35 Aloud for 
Joy. The mouths of enemies will be ſtopt, or at leaſt, 


our dear bleſſed Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 925 
- That Chriſt may dwell here in all his offices, and the- 
en Prophet to cure your ignorance, prieft who has 


to war, and .your Row to fight the good fight of 


which eis the word of God, and never expect a truce, 
with-either the world, the fleſh, nor the devil, but 


your armour until you lay down your head upon 


couragement, you are ſure of victory; that is, the 


mans viii. 37. 
. March on, nor ur v0 win the day, 
75 27 death and hell obſtruct the ay; 5 
or Satan trembles when he ſees, 
5 A feeble ſaint r knees. ads 


1 CINE iS my rei for ever: Here will I dwell for 1 


ah; 


e a9) 


encouragement of his dear people, he is preſent every 


ple meet, at Jeruſalem, there the Lord! is, at Antioch, 
there he is, in Aſia, there he is, in Africa, there he is, 


Sea, there he is, in London, there he is, in Leeds, 


and the good, Prov. xv. 3.—l have defired it. 


dere of thy ſoul. 
| fry, and will ſave them. 


ther s houſe. 


Haggai, chap. ii. 7. The deſire of all nations, who 


yur; The Lord's defire to reſide i in it. Not but the 
Lotd is every where; for in his own word, and for the 


where, wherever two or three are gathered togetlier in 
his name, Mat. xviii. 20. And in all places where he 
records his name, he has promiſed to come unto them, 
and bleſs them. Exod. xx. 24. Wherever his peo- 


in America, there he is, in the Iſlands of the South 


there he is, in Albion-Chapel, there he is. O my 

beloved brethren, this ſhews the divinity of our dear 

Lord Jeſus, he is every where, and his eyes run to and 
iro, as a flaming fire in the earth, beholding the evil 


Deſire is, Firſt, longing, or wiſhing, as in 1. Sam. 
Mili. 20. O King, come down according to all the 1 


Secondly, the prayer, requeſt or longing of the foul 
after ſome a good thing, of which it is in want. 
Pſal. cxlv. 19. This God has promiſed to fulfil the 
deſire of them that fear him: he alſo ill hear their 


Love or affection, Song of been Chap. vii..10; 
Jam my beloved's, and his defire is towards me. 
Alſo hope or expectation. And on whom is all the 
deſire of Jeſus | 1 is it not on ane and on all thy fa- 5 


The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is "called 5 the prophet 


ſhall come, and he will fill this houſe with his glory, 
faith the Lord of Hoſts. O that the deſire of all nations 
may be your deſire, and that he would fill your hearts, 
and mine, more and more, with all joy and peace, in 
velieving"1 in him, who is the defire of every heaven- 
born ſoul, and who deſires to dwell with us in this 
place. 0 S ogg thou art t black in rhyfelf 1 55 
. 5 as 
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1950 tell thee that there are many ſpots in thee; thy own 


Lord's ſight, through his comelineſs, which he has, 
does, and ſhall put upon thee. Why art thou looking F 
upon thy, blackneſs, when the Lord does not look 


and thy own heart will tell thee that there are many 
ſpots in thee: but the Lord declares thou art all fair, 
there is not one ſpot in thee. All thy garments 
ſmell of myrrh, and aloes, and caſſia, Pſalm xlv. 8. 
ny reaſon of the Lord's deſire towards thee. Dearly 
beloved, let me beſeech thee in the word of the 
Lord, ver. 10. Hearken, O daughter, and conſider, 
and incline thine ear; forget thine own people, ac- 


Adam. ver. 11. So ſhall. the * Ob greatly defire thy 
beauty, for he is thy Lord, and "worſhip. thou him. 
Who is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, whom 
God has ſet upon his holy hill of Zion, Pſalm ii. 6; 
Who is worſhipped by angels, and all the ſaints that 
are in glory; and who greatly deſired to dwell with | 
you upon earth; who came from heaven to earth, that 
be might raiſe you from earth to heaven, that you 
might reign with him for ever. The Lord had: ſuch 


his glory for a ſeaſon, or emptied himſelf of his glory; 
came down to earth, to relieve us from the bondage 
of {in and miſery; though he was ſurrounded. with 
: angels, and had ht melodious notes ſounding in 
5 his ears, yet for all this he came to relieve us. With 
| reverence be it ſaid, Jeſus could not find a match in 


match himſelf with, but he came to earth to match 
himſelf with arc mortals. "Hep: what wonderful 
Fxprefſiqns he uſed in the : ſeriprures—Thy Maker 


as the tents of Anil yet 0 8 art comely i in the 


upon it? — Hear what he ſaith of thee, Cant. iv. 7. 
Thou art all fair, there is no ſpot in thee ! Satan will 


relations will tell thee there are many ſpors i in thee; 


cording to the fleſh, and thy father's houſe, old 


a deſire to dwell with his people, that he laid aſide 


heaven, among all the heavenly hoſt of angels, to 


19 


is thy Rahe Tfaiah "he 5. The Lord of Hoſts is 
his name; the God of the whole earth ſhall he be TE! 
called; he hath deſired it. I never read of any ſuch 
expreſſions, uſed by Chriſt to angels, as theſe, and 
that other word, Cant. iv. 9. Thou haſt raviſhed my 
W heart, my ſiſter, my ſpouſe, with one of thine eyes. 
WT hc words are ſtrong indeed, and might be read, Thou 
it unhearted me; thou haſt ſtolen away my t * 
thou haſt overcome me. No wonder then, though _ 
ne kingdom of heaven ſuffer violence, when the 
ling himſelf ſuffers violence. O how fair is. thy 
bre, thou dear ſpouſe of the dear Redeemer! How] 
much better than wine! O thou ſiſter of precious 85 
chriſt! thou art perfumed with all the powders of the 
merchant ; the King has made à chariot for thee, _ 
W chap. iii. 10. It is paved with love for the daughter 
of . e for the daughters of Zion, for N 
aaughters of Albion- Chapel. All hail, highly favour- _ 
Wc, the Lord is with thee ; the Lord is in thee; the 
Lord is in this prey for my. text ſaith—he hath de- 1 0 
fired it. 3 „ 
And of Zion it mall be aid, NM 4 her man 
was born in her: and the higheſt himſelf ſhall eſtab - 
Iſh her. Pſalm Ixxxvii. 1 The Lord ſhall count 
when he writeth up the people, that this man was 
born there; and 1 hope when the great day ſhall 
W come, God will have many, that ſhall be born even 
bere, in this place; here in Albion-Chapel, in Leeds, 
wu ſhall reign with Chriſt in yonder happy regions 
in yonder happy manſions which Chriſt has prepared 
Yor you, and is gone before you to take poſſeſſion of; 
Wand he will come again to receive he | that 
vhere he is, there you may be alſo, John xiv. 3. The 
Lord Chriſt ſo defires to have his dear blood- al 
purchaſe with him, that he will not inhabit glory _ 
without them. No! 2 muſt and ſhall isn with 
IR him, 
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"nr ot with one another for ever —as in the words 
of my text—he hath deſired it, 5 

OO how will his glory ſhine forth i in abs day, When 

0 that word, 2 Theſf. i. 10. ſhall be fulfilled, when he 

- _ ſhall come to be glorified i in his ſaints, and to be ad. 


rays will his glory ſhine forth at that day? when the hea. 
vens ſhall paſs away 'with a great noiſe, the ſun be- 
come black as ſackcloth of hair, the moon become az. 
blood, the ſtars fall from heaven, as -the leaves from 
the fig · tree, when the rocks ſhall be on fire, when the 
ecearth ſhall be burnt up, when there ſhall be no more 
ſea, when the graves ſhall yield up their charge! 
Then, then ſhall we lift up our heads with joy, to meet 
the Lord in the air, and fo ſhall we be ever. with the - 
Lord For he hath deſired „ 


yea, and ten thouſand times more, for eye hath not 
ſeen, nor ear heard, nor hath it entered into the hear 
ol the wiſeſt man upon earth ſo much as to conceive, 
the things that God hath reſerved i in heaven thy © vs, 

1 Cor. ii. 9. 
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diſtreſs, to cry out with David, Pſal, xlii. 5. Why 
art thou caſt down, O my ſoul, and why art thou dif- 
quieted in me; hope thou in God, for I ſhall yer praiſc 
3 n E the health of my countenance, and my God, 


His faithfulpeſs is engaged in my behalf, his OP 
is. engaged in my behalf, I cannot fail, becauſe 
he cannot, for God cannot lie, nor deceive me, 
therefore it muſt be ſo; my happineſs. is as fure 
as if | were now in the full poſſeſſion of it; becauſe 
God hath promiſed me that it is, and I know his 
word, his promiſe cannot fail, — he ſhall as ſoon 
5 N to be God, as one of his promiſes ro me 
_ ſhall fail! Did Pontius Pilate ſay to the Jews, What 
1 have written, 1 have written! ? and he would not 
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mired in all them that believe! with what uncreated 
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Seeing God hath laid up ſuch things for us as theſe, 


Nay, and ought v we not at all times of our Navel 


8. 


How cau I fink with ſuch a prop, |. TD 
4 Which bears the world and all things up.“ 


alter 
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alter it, ou 4 man, no: And when Ifaze had 


ſkins of the kids about his neck, and upon his hands, 


the laws of the Medes and Perſians, it altereth not. 


promiſes as any thing, but God's promiſe to me; 


ed 1 in his word We are not ſofficientof ourſelves to 


bleſſed Jacob, who came to him by ſubtility, with the 


Gen. xxvii. 33. I have bleſſed him, yea, and he ſhall _ 
be bleſſed; and did Iſaac, a man, ſtand to what he had 
gone, and would not alter it, and ſhall God alter it? 
No, he will not, he cannot, his word is more ſure than 


| And this is my mercy for 1 do not look upon my 


which is unchangeable, and who hath ſaid, Iwill never 
leave thee, nor forſake thee. Heb. xiii. 5.—Neither 
does my happineſs depend upon my frames and feel- 
ings; it is comfor table to be in a comfortable frame 

W of ſpirit, and to enjoy the bearific preſence, and bleſ- 
bag of God; but this I Know, that whether 1 ſee the 

| ary in the Gemarnent or nor, at all times, yet I know 
he is there. But ſome may ſay, if you are ſure of 
happineſs, then you may live as you liſt. No, no, 
it is my deſire to ſerve God, and glorify his holy 
name in my ſoul and body, which are his: in the 
Vords of my text, he hath deſired it. Being deliver- 
Wed, I deſire to ſerve him according to his own will, 
6 lvithour fear. Luke i. 74. That is, without Nlaviſh ? 
ber, that leads to bondage; but with a holy reveren= . 
tal fear before God, all he days of my life ; becauſe. 
be hath defired it. "Po ſhun even the appearance of 
evil, —becauſe he hath deſired it; to follow peace with 
Wall men and holineſs, without which no man ſhall ſee 
the Lord. Heb. xii. 14. Becauſe my Lord has de- 
Wired-it. For my own part, 1 for ever exclaim againſt 
bomann meric,—1 know when I have done all, I am but 
=" unprofitable ſervant, and drawing near my bleſſed _ 
Lord, I fee ſo much fin mixed with all 1 do, that 
ere to have heaven for a ſingle good thought, un- 
Ic God by his ſpirit work that good thought in me, 

am ſure I could not have it; for the Lord hath de- 


think 
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ih 5 thiok a good ght, nor peak a good moi 4, 
is | | Cor. ili. 575 5. But my ſufficiency. 18 of God; and 
RE: my. defires are to walk agreeable to the goſpel ot Chi 
if Oo And 1 add, it is but vain for any man, or woman, x 
„„ talk about free grace, unleſs that grace has made'thy 


free; and Wherever! ſee a perſon that talks mud 
bs =. dos. not act. agreeable thereto, it brings to m 
3 mind that part of. God” s word. Lev. xiz:5. They chen 
' the cud; Bur they do not divide the boyf,—they tal 
5 1 80 about the word, cry up free grace; but do not pan 
with their old ſins £ Therefore they are unclean. 
My earneſt deſire is, that they that have believe, 
Ho careful to. maintain good works. Tit. iii, 8. *Theſ 
things are good and profitable unto men, and evi 
dences of faith in Jeſus Chriſt; for where there is fir, 
chere will be heat, and where the Jun is, there is lipht 
and where true faith is, it will be fruitful : It will e 
productive of its own evidences. 
Chriſtians, Tee to it then that ye walk cireumſpis 
Þ not as fools, but as wiſe, ee the time, 
becauſe the days are evil. Eph. v. 15, 16. Remem 
her the eyes of God are on you, the eyes of angels ate 
on you, the eyes of the church are on you, the 6 
of wicked men ate on vou, and the eyes of de vih 
WE. 9 are on Nop, 
J God hath fiid he. ill SE far he hath te 
J 2 eat. ; and may you, al fo, my beloved brethren, 
3 Ae God, dwell in Chriſt, and Chriſt in. 500 
Wͤile here upon earth, and when your work. 1 is cont; 
dwell for ever with Chriſt in Heaven. 
For God eis gone up with a ſavur, and wil conf 
again with the ſound of a trumpet. Pal. xlyii. 5, 6 
| Sing praiſes, ſing praiſes, praiſe to our King, ſing ye 
God of his infinite mercy, / bleſs his Nord, 
. abundantly bleſs you, in your. ſouls and bodies, hi 
are bis, And to > him be all. the eek | Amen. . 
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